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"What if we...?"

The Quest and Questions of Leonardo and Athena

Written by Grace Bardsley and Larry Dieffenbach
lllustrated by Mark Reinhart

THE STORY BEHIND THE STORY:

I n its current form AWhat i f weeé?0 iIs a
arts lesson plans for children five to eight years old and their parents. The main characters i
the book are a little boy named Leonardo and his owl friend Athena.

Leonardo and Athena travel together on a series of magical, rainbow colored paths on a jout
ney of discovery exploring history, music, art, poetry, and science from the Middle Ages
through the 21st Century. By meeting musicians, artists, inventors, poets, and mystics Leo
nardo, Athena, and the children and parents reading the story, share valuable life lessons.

Every lesson includes a word, a quote, a quest, and a question supporting the theme of tt
lesson.

Learning partners experience:
Reading/vocabulary

Rhythm

Counting

Solfege (Do, Re, Mi, etc.)/sight singing
Keyboard

Science, art and math projects
Writing/journaling
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We would love to see this work manifest in several ways:
1. A curriculum for use in public, private and/or home school settings.
2. Afour book set with accompanying CD for parents to read to their children at home.
3. An interactive online educational game for children.
4. An animated television series.
5. Afull length animated musical film along the lines of Fantasia.

We look forward to sharing our story with you.
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Grace Bardsley was born and raised in Western Massachusetts. Hers was a musical family and her earliest
musical memories are of gathering around the piano with her parents and siblings to make music.

Grace attended Taylor University in Upland, Indiana where she studied voice, piano, and composition. She
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music Composition.

Grace has lived in the Chicago area since 1980 and h
different churches. She has been on the boards of The St. Charles Art & Music Festival, The Norris Cultural

Arts Center, and St. Charles Singers. Grace is a founding member of St. Charles Singers which celebrated

itsd 25th anniversary in 20009.

Presently, Grace teaches private piano lessons in her home with a special emphasis on beginning students.
She is as excited today (perhaps even more so) about the opportunity to share music with children and fami-
lies. Grace has co-authored a new book/ music curriculum called "Wh at i f The@ué&s? and Questions
of Leonardo and Athena.

Larry Dieffenbach began piano studies at age 7 in his hometown of Merrillville, IN. At 16 he made his or-
chestral debut under the baton of New York conductor Broch Macelherin. He completed his undergraduate
studies at Olivet Nazarene University graduating with magna cum laude honors and inclusion in Who's Who
in American Colleges and Universities. While at Olivet, Larry was active as an accompanist for numerous
ensembles and solo recitals. He performed at President Carter's inauguration festivities during his freshman
year. In 1982, Larry began studies at The University of Colorado in Boulder.

Larry moved to Geneva, IL in 1984 to become the Educational Director at Cordogan's Pianoland. Since liv-
ing in the area, he has been the Musical Director of Lincoln Opera, accompanist for many soloists and en-
sembles including the St. Charles Singers, the Elgin Arts Chorale, and the St. Charles Art & Music Festival.
He founded and directed the International Piano Competition for the festival. He has served as organist for
Geneva United Methodist Church and Baker Memorial Church in St. Charles. He was the past sub-dean and
dean of the Fox Valley Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.

Currently, Larry teaches privately in his Geneva home, teaches Kindermusik in St. Charles, is a part-time
instructor at Elgin Community College, and serves as the Music Director of the American Grands concert.
He is the Music Director at the Little Home Church by the Wayside located in Wayne. Larry has co-authored
a new book/ music curriculum called Wh at i f Thev@ues? and Questions of Leonardo and Athena .

Mark Reinhart has spent his life in the arts and creative expression. It all started in Merrillville, Indiana
where he was raised, along with seven siblings, by parents who were both music teachers. Mark spent his
first 25 years in summer musical theatre directed and produced by his parents. Mark continued his educa-
tion in art, music, scenic design, voice, acting, choreography and piano from childhood through high school
and then at Indiana University.

Mark moved to Los Angeles in 1982 and eventually created his own company, lasting impressions creative
arts, in Burbank, California. The go al of lasting impressions is to
the original artwork. You will find artwork reproduced as greeting cards and gifts available online through his
website. Other services include, complete interior makeovers, custom murals, designing business bro-
chures, illustrations, and graphic design.

Mar kds | atest pWhog te cit f Thi é)ée®t dand @uestions of Leonardo and Athena has
brought together his interest and talents in music, art, and history.
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THE FOUR BOOK SERIES
OUTLINE

Copyright © 20080 Wh at i fLLCwe



f

OWh at i

TheeQaiestand Questions of Leonardo and Athena

The Middle Ages th

PROLOGUI Nice To Meet You CHAPTER ¢ The Eyes Have It
WORD:  JOURNEY WORD: DISCOVERY
QUOTE: A journey of a thousand miles begins with a pingleQUOTE:  The real voyage of discovery consists not in[seeking

s t elpa Tau new | andscapes b Marcelsjeei r
QUEST:  DOREMI Proust

. EST: i i
QUESTION What do you want to know about music? QUES ST WAL ML G
QUESTION What did you see with your new eyes?

=@l CHAPTER A Leap of FaithA Magic Forest CHAPTER ¢ \What Goes Around Becomes A Rolind

8_— WORD:  WISDOM WORD:  STUDY

QUOTE: ﬁ! get wisdom day anld ouogtht ilLUukcheng@ngaiknesnerient ove

> | i gThe Boak of Kells selves first and then to our neighbors Mr|. Ro

(8 QUEST: MHREDO QUEST: Open your ears.

[73)) QUESTION How does your day sound? QUESTION Can you listen to more than one thing at a tilne?
CHAPTER:!A | eonar do By Any OwAlTERF \Whaemee |Tsh eSteidlsl éa | Wi |
WORD: CURIOSITY WORD: STUDY
QUOTE: A A well spent day br I ngsoTh apipWw $heephat | ittle |canc

Leonardo da Vinci shines a good deed i|ln a
QUEST:  Make a note of it. William Shakespeare
QUESTION How do you think works? QUEST:  Lights, kindness, action!

QUESTION How can you practice kindness?
CHAPTER:  So Many Ideas, More Time Than Yjou CHAPTER' 't I sndt Necdssa
Think WORD:  BOLDNESS

HHOINEE PERSPECTIVE QUOTE:  fAnd when at times the mob is swayed to cafry
QUOTE: fDi scovering the trulth abo u praiseworblamneltoo farsweican take someth|regtike &

wor k, but i MORogensor t hf t/he ef ftarrtastayour minds on, and bé stakil. Fros
QUEST:  Keep it in perspective! QUEST:  Set it in motion.
QUESTION How does your day shape up? QUESTION True or false?
Accompanying

"What i f weé?"

L.V. Beethoven; Choral Fantasy in C minor, Op. 80

Estampie, Anonymous

Hildegard van Bingham; O Virtus Sempientia

Thomas Tallis; Canon

G.P. Palestrina; Pope Marcellus Mass

W. Shakespeare; Scene fr fA Midsummer Nightos| Dr

Gustav Holst; Mercury, The Planets
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